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One cup of music, one tablespoon of laughter and a
dash of sunshine are the perfect ingredients for a
memorable afternoon at P.G. Chambers School’s

June 9th Concert in the Park. It’s a time when friends, fam-
ily and community members gather together to “cook up some
fun” and savor the sweet sounds that this combination of
ingredients can make. 

Our menu offers palate-pleasing appetizers provided by 
performing artist Karen Cubberly, our School’s extremely 
talented music teacher, along with special appearances from
J.J. the Clown and Shorty the Clown. Our main entrée
involves featured performer Yosi and the SuperDads

(www.yosimusic.com) performing selections from Yosi’s lat-
est CD “Let’s Get Cookin.” The CD is available for purchase
(see form on page 7) in advance of the performance so you
can sing along! Top this fabulous smorgasbord off with a mix-
ture of school spirit…and you’ve created a recipe for success. 

Please join our families in celebrating music and laughter
by helping us raise funds to support P.G. Chambers School’s
Literacy Connections Initiative, a program designed to
instill in children a love for reading, as well as to teach them
how to read. 

Sponsorship benefits are tax-deductible, provide community
exposure, and convey your personal or company’s interest

in helping children with special needs.
Sponsorships are still available, but going
fast! Get involved and support a mean-
ingful event by calling 973-829-8484 or
emailing gittor@ChambersSchool.org
for more details.

Spring 2007

Our 2007 Concert in the Park featured performer ‘Yosi and the Super Dads!’

“Let’s Get Cookin” with P.G. Chambers School’s 
2007 Concert in the Park

P.G. Chambers School’s 
Literacy Connections Initiative

The term literacy brings to mind many ideas—the ability to read and write,
childhood stories and rhymes, a captivating teacher from our younger years,
or perhaps struggles with learning disabilities that challenge a young learn-

er’s desire to read. 

Literacy skills serve as the basic building blocks of communication with family and
friends and participation in the community. They are also skills that are vital to
simply being a child, like learning words to a new song, exploring the world through
books, or expressing one’s thoughts through writing. Each of these childhood expe-
riences provides a sense of accomplishment and joy that fosters the development
of positive self-esteem and personal independence. 

Continued on page 5
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JoAnn Hansen – Managing Editor
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Sue Rehnquist – Copy Editor 

Diane Barnes, Ann Bono, Lisa Hatala, Cathy
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Connection is published three times annually by 
P.G. Chambers School, located at 15 Halko Drive,
Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927. Please feel free to contact
us by calling 973-829-8484 or e-mailing
info@ChambersSchool.org. You may also visit us
online at www.ChambersSchool.org.

The Birthday Book Club invites families and friends to honor
their child’s birthday or other special occasion by purchasing a
book for P.G. Chambers School's Library/Resource Room. The
child’s name is permanently inscribed on each book that is donat-
ed. A special thank you to parents who have supported the
Birthday Book Club. For more information about Birthday Book
Club, please contact Jilby Mullen at P.G. Chambers School.

Birthday Book Club Honorees and Donors:
Stephanie Bertram from Stephanie and Michael Bertram
Liliana Blood from Linda and Christopher Blood
Daphne Esposito from Debra and Joseph Esposito
Justin Gonzalez from Ivelise and Norberto Gonzalez
Michael Greenwaldt from Rosa, Frank and Matthew Greenwaldt
Robert Louison from Lynda and Alan Louison
Jessica Marcilla from Allison and Oscar Marcilla
Ryan Massey from Marjorie and Howard Lesser
Jane Millare from Maria and Nestor Millare
Madison Mitchell from The Mitchell Family
Tyler Nelson from The Nelson Family
Victoria Rossi from Anabela and Kirk Rossi
Sean Saraiva from Maria and Bobby Saraiva
Noah Schramm from Wendy and Michael Schramm

• Body Buzzer for sensory
input $350

• Weighted/Sinkable
Letters and Numbers
for aquatic physical 
and occupational 
therapy $85

• Talking Photo Album
for children to illustrate
a story and then record
a short narrative $29 

• Switches for children
who cannot use their
hands $49

• Flip ‘n Talk holds pic-
tures and facilitates stu-
dent participation and
response $29

• Electric Binding
Machine to make 
communication book-
lets for students $99

• Digital Voice Recorder
for recording speech
during evaluations and
therapy $99

• Toddler Single Basin
Portable Sink $1,155

If you find it more 
convenient, we would 
be happy to use your 

contribution to directly
purchase a Wish List 
item in your name.

P.G. CHAMBERS SCHOOL
BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB

WISH LIST
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Adapting Our Dreams and
Hopes for Our Children
Ann Bono, Parent

Everybody has a dream when they are young. We all used
to say “when I grow up, I want to be…or I will have…”
Well, I always wanted to be a teacher, get married, and

have 3 kids. And my kids would be straight “A” students,
the stars of their football team or ballet troupe. But the funny
thing about dreams is that they don’t always play out in real
life like we fantasize in our head.

Hello, my name is Ann Bono, and I am the happily mar-
ried wife of Joe and the proud parent of Anthony, “Tony”
(6) and Matthew, “Matty” (4). I would like to share with
you a life-changing experience that altered my perspective
on my dreams and hopes.

In the winter of 2005, when Matty was 20 months old and
Tony was 4, my husband and I contacted the Early
Intervention Program (EIP) at Morristown Hospital to have
Matty tested. You see, he had no words at 20 months and
as a mother, I knew something wasn’t right. So despite every-
one telling me – even his pediatrician – that boys develop
late, especially in speech, I made the call. 

Matty tested “speech and developmentally delayed” and qual-
ified for 1 hour of speech therapy (SP) and 1 hour of devel-
opmental intervention. At the same time my other son Tony,
who was attending the local pre-school disabled class, was
being tested for Autism. So as we entered the Early
Intervention world with Matty, we were being educated
about sensory integration, occupational therapy, and behav-
ioral therapy through Tony.

It wasn’t long after Matty’s therapies began that his
Developmental Intervention therapist, Barbara from 
P.G. Chambers School, approached and asked if we had ever
considered neurologically testing him. He wasn’t respond-
ing to his name or pointing to communicate his wants or
needs, and he was very inattentive and motor driven. At this
point, I felt my whole world cave in around me.  I don’t
remember what I did after that. I do know I cried…a lot!! I
couldn’t believe this could happen to us…again. We were just
coming to terms with Tony’s condition and now Matty too?!
It was too much to bear! My dream of what I thought my
life and my children’s lives would be was dying and I was in
deep mourning. How could this happen to us? It wasn’t fair!!!

Then a few days later, I received a call from Sarah, 
P.G. Chambers School’s Social Worker. She had called to see
how I was doing. I was amazed that someone who didn’t even
know me would take the time to ask me how I was feeling.
She just listened and, somehow that made me feel more at
ease. Then a few days after that, Joyce, also from 
P.G. Chambers School, called to set up a date for Matty’s
behavior analysis. It was all happening so quickly. We were
being thrust into a world that we knew nothing about. I was
learning how important it was that a child points at things
he wants, or that he makes a connection with you, even if
it is non-verbal. These were all things I had taken for grant-
ed, and then wanted them more than all the riches of the
world. And what the heck was sensory integration anyway? 

Thank goodness for P.G. Chambers and their services and
wonderful therapists. By the time Matty’s 2nd birthday rolled
around, our world and life had completely changed. Tony had
been officially diagnosed PDD/NOS (a high functioning
Autism) and Matty was receiving 6 hours of therapy a week.
Plus, we began attending the Toddlers At Play (TAP) Sensory
playgroup once a week at the Chambers School. That class
became such a blessing to us, because not only did it pro-
vide Occupational Therapy (OT) in a group setting for Matty,
it also offered a beneficial support group for the parents. 

It was here that I was able to meet other parents who were
experiencing the same thing that I was. Each week we were
able to share with each other our fears for our children, the
information we had acquired from our experiences, and
advice about treatments and physicians. I believe that this
support offered by the Early Intervention Program at the
Chambers School along with the therapies provided for my
son, really helped my family and me adjust to the changes
in our lives. Matty was getting all the therapies he needed,
and I had a place to recharge and get support, which I was
able to bring back to my family. My heartfelt thanks to 
P.G .Chambers School for helping me to create new dreams
and hopes for my family! 

If you have a story, that you’d like to share, please feel free to
e-mail it to us at info@ChambersSchool.org.
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15 Halko Drive, Cedar Knolls, New Jersey 07927

Officers of the Board of Trustees
William Haskel, President
Craig Hall, Vice President

Linda Kaugher, Vice President
Lori Solomon, Treasurer

Susan Seamans, Secretary & Executive Director

Board of Trustees
Patricia Chambers Unjeria Jackson Bobbi Phillips
Peter Crimi Pavan Mehta Steve Vittorio
Gloria Dodd Eric Monsen Cathy Walsh
Robert Iannaccone David Nakamura Thomas Walsh

This publication is designed to promote awareness of P.G. Chambers School 
programs, services, accomplishments and needs. For more information about 
P.G. Chambers School, call 973-829-8484.
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P.G. CHAMBERS SCHOOL 
TRIBUTE FUND

In Honor Of:
Anniversary
Suzanne and Gary
Hubschman
Jill and Merwin Haskel

Birthday
Spenser Barry
Mario P. Bracuti
Carolyn and Gary Fosko

Arthur R. Hook
Diane Hook

Pavan Mehta
Karen and Richard McNanna
David McNanna
Richie McNanna
Courtney McNanna
Kevin Nelson 

Gladys Tallau 
(80th Birthday)
Judith Tappen

Isabella Lynn Tate
Judith and David Tappen

Paul Tevelow 
(80th birthday)
Lori, Jerome, Hannah, Jacob 

and Lily Solomon

Gifts to our Tribute Fund are a thoughtful way to remember
or honor a friend, associate or relative, while providing need-
ed funds for the programs offered at P.G. Chambers School.
Whether it be a birthday, anniversary, birth of a child, 
wedding, memorial, or a thank you, we will send an acknowl-
edgement to the person that you would like to recognize, as 
well as a confirmation to you that your gift is tax-deductible.
Your name and the purpose of your gift is also listed in this
newsletter, our very own Connection. Thank you for helping
to build strong communities and brighter futures for families
and children with special needs. 

What’s Eating Yosi? CD Order Form
To order, fill out the below form and return to: 
P.G. Chambers School – Concert In The Park
15 Halko Drive, Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927

Name: ______________________________________________________________

CD Quantity: ____________ ($15 per CD) Total Price: ______________

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

City:______________________State: ______ Zip: ________________

Payment Method:

��  Cash   ��  Check   ��  Credit Card (Visa or MasterCard)
(Please make Checks payable to P.G. Chambers School)

Name on Card: __________________________________

Card Number:____________________________________________

Exp. Date:________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________

16 Fun-Filled 
Songs, Including:  

• Let’s Get Cookin’

• Chicken Noodle Soup

• On Top of Spaghetti

• Fresh Brown Eggs

� Cut here and mail �

P.G. Chambers School Professional
Development Course Schedule for 2007
May 19, 2007 – “SPIO: Stabilizing Pressure Input
Orthosis. Compression Bracing 101.” Presented by
Miriam Peace, PT, MACT. Co-sponsored by 
P.G. Chambers School and Spioworks. Contact Pam at
pam@spioworks.com or call at 877-977-SPIO ext. 304.

June 7-9, 2007 – “Picky Eaters vs. Problem Feeders:
The SOS Approach to Feeding.” Presented by: Kay
Toomey, PhD, Erin Sundseth Ross, MA, CCC-SLP, and
Susan Todd Massey, OTR, LCSW. Co-sponsored by 
P.G. Chambers School and Education Resources. Please
contact Education Resources at 800-487-6530.

August 16-17, 2007 – “Visual, Visual Perceptual, and
Visual Motor Skills: Strategies for Assessment and
Intervention with Children.” Presented by: Valorie
Todd, MA, OTR, BCP. Co-sponsored by P.G. Chambers
School and Education Resources. Please contact
Education Resources at 800-487-6530.

November 1-3, 2007 – “Oral Motor Feeding/Swallowing,
and Respiratory Coordination Function in Children
with Neuromotor Involvement.” Presented by: 
Rona Alexander, PhD, CCC-SP. Co-sponsored by 
P.G. Chambers School and Education Resources. Please
contact Education Resources at 800-487-6530.
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May is Better Speech and
Hearing Month
Understanding the role and function of
a Speech-Language Pathologist
Lisa Hatala, Speech Intern, Student at William Paterson University

At P.G. Chambers School, your child’s speech and lan-
guage pathologist works to improve the quality of life
of those affected by communication and swallowing

disorders. A speech-language pathologist (SLP) is trained to
identify, assess and treat feeding and swallowing impairments
as well as communication disorders such as those of 
articulation, fluency, voice, and language expression and
comprehension. For those with limited speech, SLPs may
provide alternative or augmentative communication options,
including voice output devices, picture systems and sign 
language. SLPs work with people who have cognitive-
communication deficits involving attention, memory and
problem-solving. 

SLPs work in schools, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, 
nursing care facilities, private practice clinics, colleges and 
universities. At P.G. Chambers, the speech therapists work
closely with other members of the team responsible for the
care of the student, such as teachers, audiologists, physi-
cians, occupational therapists, physical therapists, and
social workers. 

To practice as an SLP in the state of New Jersey, he or she
must be licensed by the State Board of Examiners for
Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology. In addition to
the required state licensure, SLPs obtain the Certificate of
Clinical Competence in Speech-Language Pathology (CCC-
SLP) offered by the American Speech-Language-Hearing

Association (ASHA). SLPs must have completed a gradu-
ate degree and have 400 hours of supervised clinical expe-
rience. Over the course of each school year, SLPs continue
to further enhance their skills, by attending workshops and
in-services, as well as national and state conventions.

At P.G. Chambers, SLPs provide services to our students by
facilitating language, speech, and feeding/swallowing ther-
apy directly in the classroom, as well as delivering individ-
ual or group treatment in one of the Communication
Department therapy rooms. SLPs at P.G. Chambers also col-
laborate and co-teach with classroom teachers to facilitate
speech and language during class lessons.

For more information on speech-language pathology and
communication and swallowing disorders, visit the ASHA
website at www.asha.org or contact the Communication
Department at P.G. Chambers School.
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Lizzie practices a sequencing activity while making a bead 
necklace with her Speech Therapist Christine.

Summit Junior Fortnightly
Club Sponsors 29th Annual
Tot Trot to benefit 
P.G. Chambers School

The Summit Junior Fortnightly Club (SJFC, 
www.sjfclub.org), a women’s service and social organ-
ization dedicated to providing charitable, education-

al and service work to the community, is holding its 29th
Annual Tot Trot on Sunday, June 3rd, 2007 at Memorial
Field in Summit, New Jersey (rain or shine) from 11am-2pm. 

P.G. Chambers School is the beneficiary of this year’s Tot
Trot event and we welcome you to join your friends and
neighbors to participate in what Tot Trot is known
for…“Kids Running for Kids.” Tot Trot involves games, face
painting, a petting zoo, refreshments and family-friendly
activities including a non-competitive children’s “Fun Run”
for ages 2-7. Approximately 700 small children are expect-
ed to race their hearts out for the sheer pleasure of the run,
while family and friends cheer them on. Registration and
pick-up for t-shirts, runner numbers and goody bags begins
at 11:00am. The first race starts at 1:00pm. 

The pre-registration fee (until May 25) is $12.00 and there
is limited $15.00 walk-in registration the day of the event.
Registration forms can be obtained by visiting 
www.sjfclub.org or sending a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope to: Tot Trot, 224 Oak Ridge Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901. 

We are extremely grateful to the Summit Junior Fortnightly
Club and this year’s Event Co-Chairs Christine Gottesman,
Eileen Rath, Genevieve Spielberg and Rebecca Weisberg for
their support of our mission and their belief in children help-
ing children. 
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